
Hew Orleans, 


Rev. Joseph Eldridge 

Washington Office on Latin America 

.110 Maryland Ave. N. E. 

Washington, D.C. 20002 



Dear Rev. Eldridge: 


I would like to request your consideration of the following. 
Alberto Schprejer, my cousin is a twenty-one year old Argentine 
national who has spent the last year and a half in prison for 
"political" reasons. Alberto was a leader of the largest 
high school student organization in the country. He was involved 
in politics at a time when it was still legal in Argentina to 
carry on political activities. Disregard for even the token 
forms of democracy made the authorities imprison Alberto and 
keep him in jail for over a year, in spite of the fact that 
in all this time they have not been able to come up with a 
single charge against him. I have recently spoken with a 
lawyer who was engaged in defending civil liberties in Argentina 
(this cost him a prolonged jail term, part of which he spent 
in the same prison with Alberto) and this attorney has confirmed 
in no uncertain terms that Alberto has never done anything 
illegal, even by the arbitrary standards now prevalent in that 
country. 

Alberto is no w in the federal penitentiary at the city of 
La Plata, the capital of the province of Buenos Aires. There 
he has been placed in a maximum security, isolated pavilion, 
together with other "highly dangerous" elements such as the 
President of the University of La Plata, the young attorney 
mentioned above (since released, thanks to American efforts on 
his behalf) , a few union leaders and intellectuals. These 
men's and women's lives are in danger — their pavilion is 
ominously known as the Pabelldn de la Muerte, the Death 
Pavilion-. . 

Our President, Mr. Carter, has spoken out in behalf of all 
such prisoners in such prisons all over the world. One 
effective way of following in Mr. Carter's footsteps is to 
narrow the target and intervene in behalf of individual 
prisoners, to put pressure on a foreign government hy letting 
them know we are informed and concerned over an individual 
case. In this spirit, I would like to request your cooperation 
in ray cousin's case. 
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Thanks to Judge Jerome Viinsberg's personal assistance, and 
U.S.' Representative Edward Koch's repeated inquiries, U.S. 
Ambassador in Buenos Aires Mr. Robert Hill was finally 
informed by Argentine Foreign Ministry officials that they 
were willing to reconsider granting Alberto the option to 
exile himself from Argentina. This was two months ago. 

Since then, no more news has been received. At this point, 
therefore, it might be effective to write to the Argentine 
Foreign Ministry, with a copy to the Embassy, inquiring as 
to the status of my cousin’s case.'*’' With pressure, some 
definition on the part of the authorities might be speeded up. 
The address of the Foreign Ministry is: 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 
Comisidn de Derechos Humanos 
Arenales 761 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

The address of the Embassy is: 

Ambassador Robert C. Hill 
United States Embassy 
Sarmiento 663 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

You can also write directly to the President: 

General Jorge Videla 
Presidente de la Kacidn 
Casa Rosada f 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

In Argentina, Alberto Schprejer’ s mother's name is 
Josefa Kaplan de Schprejer. Her address is ]^_ 

! My uncle, Valentin Schprejer, passed away ten 
days ago heart attack. My aunt's only recourse now is 

the intercession of the U.S. Embassy and our pressure from this 
country — no Argentine living there can intervene or make 
inquiries, since this would make him or her suspect. 

Please let me know v/hat action you take in this case. I will 
be glad to answer any other questions you may have. As 
Alberto's cousin and as a concerned human being I will be 
very grateful for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 

„ /V4- 

Karina E. Kaplan 
Personal data.: ^ 
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Fersons imr-risoned with Juan Mendez who could more easily be freed: 

1. Francisco Virgilio Gutierrez 

Delegate of the Metalurgists union of Quilres 
Detained August of 1975 
Declared innocent, December of 1975 
The "tramite de opcion" was begun 

- it was -in the Justice department in Kerch of 1976 

- the decision was made in Feb. of 1977 (fr-llo) 
in the Camara Federal de la. Csritel 

in the "Division de Foderes". 

Single , 25 years old he is in the death block (Fabellon 
de la Muerte) his . companion (who had bee” detained 
with him was killed. His life is in great danger. 

His mother's address: 
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2. Julio Ramirez, from Cordoba, between 3C and 35 years. old 
flss been imprisoned without cause since 1975. 

And the decision had been mode to let him leave 
the country before March 24, 1976 


3. Roque Guilitt, between 30 and 35, from Resistencia. 

was given permission to leave the country before 
March 1976-.. - 


4. Luis Francisco Iglesias (hss a sister in Boston) 
a union! delegate for the bankinguiion for the last 
16 years. He is between 35-40 years old. 

He is in Unidad 9 de la Ileta sin causa since 
October of 1975 under Executive lover. Ho was 
declared innocent in deceab r of l r 75. 

was detain< 


In September 1976 his wife ALICIA Ca Lb ET T A/ (without 
any process in movement) appeared between Jan and 
Feb. 1977 in the prison of Neuquin. 

They have an 8 year old child. A writ of habeas 
corpus has been filed with no results. 

His sister in Boston is: Gr^ciela Iglesias 
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THREE OTHER FERSONS IN UNIDAD 9 DE LA FLATA "sin Causa" 

Three lawyers, defendors of political prisoners, the 
"optioh" 21.449, is aplicable for them: 

1. Carlos Slepay, from Buenos Aires 25 years old 
married. 

2. Hector Chavez, 42 years, 4 children , fromMendoza 

3. Carloe- Pont, 60 years, from Mendoza 
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another lawyer: Guillermo Diaz Lestrem of Beunos Aires, 

40 years old, is in i'ierra Chica Prison. 

He -was an official of the Secretaria de Juzgado Federal, 
and was arrested on the day o' the Coup , Mar. 24, 1976. 

No process has been inicieted. He ssked to leave the 
country, he was denied it, he has a son 13 or 14 years 
old, In November his wife, Nelly Ortiz disappeared and 
the child is completely alone. 

Alberto Schpeyer, was imnrisoned in Jan. 1976, he has 
no process (is under executive power), the option has 
not been signed and there is no process. He was 8 natione 
student leader on the secundary level UBS, he is 2C 
years old He is married and has a baby (in Italy) 

His Mother is: Josef a Kaplan de Schpeyer 
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He is Jewish... has relatives in the U.S. (Koch???) 

Jorge Vera, a Methodist, bank union delegate, is in another 
cell block, under FEN, without cause, was arrested 
with Iglesias. He is married with a smell son. 

Nestor Di'jorio del Mar del Flats, a law student at the 
Ca f holic Univ -si tv of Mar del Plata. 

Has permission to leave the country, is in jail 
since June of 1975. - 

his process has advanced to the sentence, which 
he could get, and then the permission to leave 
the country, shortly afterwards. 

2 girls 16 and 17 yers old have been imprisoned for 
6-7 months, they were taken in Buenos sires from their 
homes. Maria and Leonora Zimmermann. 


